CHAPTER V

ARISTOCRATIC  PLOTS : 1568-1572

FROM the beginning of the reign Cecil had never
ceased to impress upon his mistress that a French or
Spanish invasion on behalf of the Pope might at any
time be expected, and that she should hurry to meet
it by forming a league with the foreign Protestants
of both Confessions, and vigorously assisting them to
carry on a war of religion on the Continent. Ho was
assuredly too well informed to believe that Franco and
Spain would cease to counteract each other's designs
on England, or that Lutherans and Calvinistn would
heartily combine for mutual defence. The enemies
he really feared were his Catholic countryman, with
whom he would have to fight for his head if Eliza-
beth should die. He. therefore desired to force, on tho
struggle in her lifetime, when they would bo rebels,
and he would wield the power of the Crown.

Elizabeth, on the other hand, was against interference
on the Continent, because it would be the surest way
to bring upon England the calamity of invasion. She
saw as plainly as Cecil did that it would compel her
to throw herself into the arms of her own Protestants